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2 Georgia

Tusheti
Protected areas

Close to Heaven – Visiting 
Tusheti means being close to 
heaven. Leaving behind 
abano Pass on the only road 
to Tusheti, enter the remote 
and fascinating world of high 
mountain villages with their 
traditional houses and 
remarkable defence towers 
dating back to the Middle 
ages. 
Page 22

Tusheti

Lagodekhi
Protected areas

enchanted Forests of the 
greater Caucasus – in 
georgia’s far north-east, 
abundant water streams 
sculpt wonderful mountain 
landscapes and endow 
dense fairy-tale forests with 
lush tones of green. 
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Lagodekhi

Vashlovani 
National Park

Where Deserts and Forests 
Meet – The region of 
Vashlovani National Park
is remarkable for its hot 
and dry climate, unique 
nature and historical 
monuments.  
Page 24

Vashlovani

imereti Caves 
Protected areas

Traces of the Past – The 
imereti region is home to 
several protected areas 
featuring karst caves, 
zoological and botanical 
rarities, and thrilling
dinosaur footprints.
Page 12

Imereti

Mtirala 
National Park

Misty Mountains – Mtirala 
National Park, located at the 
Black Sea and named after a 
“weeping mountain”, is 
europe’s rainiest place and 
georgia’s model protected 
area.  
Page 20

Mtirala

More Protected Areas
georgia has many more interesting 
protected areas to discover. Find
the place where the most eastern 
Christmas tree – the Nordmann
fir – grows in algeti. enjoy the 
fascination of birdwatching in 
Javakheti’s wide wetlands which 
extend into  Turkey and armenia; 
experience Kobuleti’s unique 
rain-fed peatlands and watch 
dolphins in Kolkheti National Park
at the Black Sea. Tbilisi National 
Park can be combined with a visit
to Mtskheta, georgia’s historical 
capital. Chachuna Protected areas 
present wonderful landscapes with 
grove forests and arid or semi-arid 
ecosystems. 
Page 26

Kintrishi 
Protected areas

ancient Vegetation – The 
breathtaking gorge of 
Kintrishi river harbours a 
Strict Nature reserve and 
Protected Landscape where 
colchic forests date back to 
tropical geological eras. 
Page 16

Kintrishi

Borjomi-Kharagauli 
National Park

Vast Lands of green adven-
tures – Borjomi-Kharagauli is 
one of the largest national 
parks in europe and boasts 
breathtaking panoramas, 
unbroken swathes of wild 
forest and georgia’s most 
famous medicinal springs.
Page 10

Borjomi
Kazbegi 
National Park

in the Shadow of Prometheus‘ 
Destiny – Mystical Kazbegi 
National Park owes its
name to the ice-capped 
volcanic giant with a link to 
the legendary story of 
Prometheus. 
Page 14

Kazbegi
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The “Caucasus ecoregion” is a biological melting pot of 
animal and plant species originating in europe, asia and 
africa, and naturally also of special Caucasian features 
found nowhere else in the world. Currently 10% of the 
Caucasus ecoregion is under legislative protection of 
some kind but this natural treasure is still threatened and 
much work remains to be done for the future. We need to 
extend and create areas of protection, to establish habitat 
corridors and to develop transboundary management         
approaches.

in georgia, the conservation and preservation of natural 
heritage is safeguarded by the agency of Protected        
areas. apart from issues related to nature protection such 
as conservation management, scientific research and    

environmental education, we also consider the interests of people living in the areas and wish to 
improve socio-economic living standards. The development of sustainable tourism has become 
a major issue in this context since it offers promising potential for generating additional income 
while also enabling us to fulfil our responsibilities regarding the treasures of nature.

But apart from appreciating our heritage from a national point of view, it is essential that we also 
see our role in contributing to a vital network of protected areas in order to care for the Caucasus 
ecoregion as a whole. in this context we would like to thank the german Federal Ministry of 
economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and KfW Development Bank, both of which 
have been actively engaged in this field for more than a decade. Much of the progress made in 
protected area networking and development results from this long-lasting cooperation. 

Finally, this publication has only been possible thanks to this involvement and the efficient team-
work of dedicated individuals, agencies and organisations, all of whom deserve our thanks. The 
making of the brochure was part of a funded transboundary programme involving the countries 
of armenia, azerbaijan and georgia. it has given us the opportunity to combine our regional is-
sues and views with a unified approach to market ecotourism in the Southern Caucasus. 
 
This publication contains feedback gained from regional and local representatives of conserva-
tion and tourism bodies, protected areas and tour operators. Their contributions highlight the 
special qualities of protected areas and what they can offer to the tourist willing to respect their 
sensitivities. We are aware that the implementation of sustainable tourism is an on-going journey 
with many tasks to be fulfilled and we will proceed along this route. Finally, both sustainable 
tourism and the promotion of the idea of conserving our precious natural environment will be 
essential for both the people living in the areas and the protection of biodiversity. 

This brochure is designed to stir enthusiasm for the wonders nature has created in georgia and 
the Caucasus ecoregion as a whole and to raise awareness for their protection. 

to Georgia and the fascinating Caucasus region, 
one of the richest and yet most threatened 
reservoirs of plant and animal life on Earth. 
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Educational trails / theme trails

Birdwatching 

Wildlife watching

Guided tours 

organized tours over several days 

Hiking

Climbing / mountaineering

Caving

Cycling / mountain-biking

Horse trekking 

Cross-country skiing, ski-touring

Boating

Swimming
 

nature accommodation

Visitor centre

Museum

Spa tourism
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Colourful reminder of troPiCAl
times: ColChiC forest in 

mtirAlA nAtionAl PArk, GeorGiA.

A true loCAl! West And eAst 
CAuCAsiAn tur only oCCur in the 

CAuCAsus eCoreGion.

Where vultures And eAGles fly: 
imPressive “shArP WAlls” And semi-

desert in vAshlovAni nAtionAl PArk.

Georgia

The ecoregion of the Caucasus has many sto-
ries to tell.  Caucasian temperate forests show 
the greatest biological diversity of their kind 
worldwide. Vast primary forests uninfluenced 
by human cultivation can still be found here 
and, in the case of the so-called colchic forest, 
some trees and shrubs can even be traced 
back to geological times long before human 
existence.

The reason for the outstanding biodiversity of 
the Caucasus ecoregion is its extraordinary lo-
cation. The whole region, which is about the 
size of the iberian Peninsula, is situated be-
tween the Black Sea and Caspian Sea and is 
thus at a fascinating cultural and biological 
crossroads covering parts of russia, armenia, 
azerbaijan, georgia, Turkey and iran. Plant 
and animal species show a stunning mix of 
european, asian and african influences and 
have furthermore developed unique Caucasian 
representatives such as the west and east 
Caucasian tur, Caucasian black grouse, 

Caucasian salamander and special varieties of 
rhododendron.

Divided by the South Caucasus depression, 
the ecoregion comprises two main mountain 
chains - the greater Caucasus in the north 
and the Lesser Caucasus mountains in the 
south, which also surround the volcanic South-
ern Highlands. Caucasian landscapes are 
characterized by high mountain sceneries and 
colourful alpine meadows, rivers and gorges, 
wetlands and lakes, steppes and semi-deserts. 
There is a rapid change of altitudes ranging 
from areas below sea-level to high-mountain 
peaks of more than 5,000 metres. along with 
the special situation between the two seas, 
this has resulted in an amazing mix of climatic 
conditions. Nine of eleven major climate zones 
worldwide are present in the Caucasus. Thus, 
the Caucasus includes Mount Mtirala, the       
rainiest place in europe with an annual  
rainfall of 4.5 metres, and dry semi-deserts 
where gazelles and reptiles live. 

 
Protected areas in the Caucasus (iUCN category) 

n Strict Nature reserves / State reserves (ia) indicate that priority is given to scientific use. 
They are defined as areas of high ecological, scientific, and historical-cultural value endowed 
with special beauty and resources. The natural environment may develop without direct  
human intervention. access is limited primarily to scientific research and some educational 
activities. However, in recent years also some access for visitors has been made possible.

n National Parks (mostly ii) are areas of special ecological, historical-cultural and aesthet-
ic interest. They  consist of natural and cultural landscapes and thus involve human activ-
ities along with nature protection issues. National parks require a zoning system with areas 
specially designated to strict protection, to recreational and to economic activities. 

n Natural Monuments (iii) aim at the conservation of unique or typical natural objects of 
special scientific or historic-cultural value.

n Sanctuaries / State reservations / Managed Nature reserves (mostly iV) aim at conser-
vation through management intervention. The focus is on special habitats and species for 
conservation and reproduction. Today’s sanctuaries often go back to ancient hunting re-
serves, which are now transformed under new objectives making them into landscape, 
botanical or zoological sanctuaries. 

n Protected Landscapes (V) indicate the protection and management of areas where the 
interaction of people and nature has produced a distinct character of aesthetic, ecological 
or cultural value. Maintaining the traditional interaction, conservation and recreation are 
major objectives of this protected area category.

Come and enjoy the fascinating world of the Caucasus ecoregion. 
Magnificent colours, wild contrasts, misty forests and wide open spaces 
will inspire you to listen to nature’s legends and stories.

Treasures to Discover – 
Treasures to Protect 
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The natural patchwork has produced a diver-
sity of plants and animals which is twice as 
great as that of the neighbouring european 
and asian regions. Scientific assessments 
have identified 6,500 different vascular 
plants, at least a quarter of which are unique 
to the region, while 400 species of bird, 150 
species of mammal, 130 species of fish and 
more than 80 species of reptile have been 
listed.  

Hotspot for protection
However the ecological situation is far from 
ideal. only about a quarter of the region    
remains in good natural condition. Many 
species are threatened and their habitats 
have decreased. The Caucasian leopard still 
appears in the Caucasus but is endangered. 
The bezoar goat, Caucasian chamois, beard-
ed vulture and golden eagle can be observ-
ed  but are declining in numbers. economic 
overuse, hunting and poaching are major 
threats to the natural resources. Moreover, 
financial resources are limited and aware-

ness of the richness of the region and the 
need for its protection are only starting to de-
velop. 

This is the reason why Conservation interna-
tional has classified the Caucasus as one of 
the globe’s 25 most diverse and endangered 
“biodiversity hotspots” and why it is amongst 
the WWF “global 200” regions, which are   
defined as the most biologically diverse.

naturally cross-border
Currently 10% of the Caucasus ecoregion is 
under legislative protection of some kind 
however it is still facing severe threats and 
there are lots of tasks for the future. The full 
range of biodiversity of the Caucasus is not 
covered by protection at the moment. There 
is the need to enlarge and establish new areas 
for protection. Moreover it will be essential to 
go beyond a national approach and further 
develop a vital network in order to support 
habitat corridors and effective transbounda-
ry management.

Some guidelines
for visitors 
n Stay on the marked and 
signposted trails.
n Pay attention to trail markers.
n respect the guidelines and 
advice provided by your guide or 
the park administration.
n Take your litter and cigarette 
ends home. even when buried, 
they damage the landscape.
n enjoy looking at plants but 
take care. Leave plants, rocks 
and natural objects as you find 
them.
n Be silent and leave animals
in peace.
n only light fires in locations 
specifically designated for this 
purpose.
n enjoy the use of non-smoking 
shelters and respect the rules of 
non-smoking.
n  Leave shelters clean and take 
your rubbish home.
n Take special care in fog. 
always use proper walking boots, 
raingear and a hat.
n Finally, enjoy the wonderful 
sounds of nature – do not make 
unnecessary noise. 

kAzbeGi nAtionAl PArk in the GreAter CAuCAsus, GeorGiA, feAtures hiGh mountAin 
eCosystems With botAniCAlly riCh forests. 
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International support
The past 10 years have seen a remarkable 
expansion of protected areas in the Cau-
casus ecoregion. a number of internation-
al programmes and initiatives have help-
ed in assisting and financing protection 
issues and have fostered cross-border 
approaches. international bodies which 
actively engage in the Caucasus ecoregion 
include the governments of germany, 
Norway, and of the United States, multilat-
eral organisations like the eU, the global 
environment Facility and UNeP, internation-
al Ngos like WWF and iUCN as well as 
nature conservation trust funds such as 
CNF, private companies and   scientific 
institutions.  

German Cooperation in 
the Caucasus Ecoregion
The german Federal Ministry for econom-
ic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
has a history of active cooperation with the 
environmental sector in the Southern Cau-
casus countries of armenia, azerbaijan 
and georgia. The “ecoregional Nature 
Protection Programme for the Southern 
Caucasus”, financed by the BMZ through 
KfW Development Bank, serves as a key 
instrument of this cooperation and focuses 
on the protection of biodiversity in the re-
gion. it aims at harmonizing protection ob-
jectives and instruments in a cross-border 
approach with sustainable socio-economic 
development and local participation as 

major guiding principles. The programme 
is supported by three main pillars: 

(1) investments in Protected Areas
This pillar serves to support the protected 
areas in the Caucasus ecoregion through 
investments aimed at establishing and de-
veloping individual areas. The investments 
lead to improvements in management 
plans and infrastructure (including admin-
istrative headquarters, visitor centres and 
walking trails) and are also used for train-
ing measures directed at administrative 
staff. The investments additionally support 
socio-economic developments in local 
communities living near the protected 
areas. 

dense, virGin broAdleAf forests Are A reAl treAsure of the CAuCAsus eCoreGion.
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Get the reAl exPerienCe of the 
CAuCAsiAn hiGhlAnds on horsebACk.

hiGh uP And remote but full of 
history: WAtChtoWers of A trAdition-
Al villAGe in tusheti, GeorGiA.

(2) the Caucasus nature fund - Cnf
To ensure the sustainability of direct invest-
ments in the protected areas, the Federal re-
public of germany also provides financial 
support to the “Caucasus Nature Fund” 
(CNF), thus addressing the problem caused 
by a lack of long-term financing for the opera-
tional costs of the protected areas.
CNF is a conservation trust fund working in 
public-private partnership with the national 
governments. CNF’s aim is to stop the loss of 
biodiversity by providing long-term funding for 
protected areas in armenia, azerbaijan and 
georgia, improving management practices, 
and promoting sustainable development. in 
addition to the support of the german govern-
ment, CNF is widely supported by major con-
servation organisations including the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Conservation 
international and the Critical ecosystem Part-
nership Fund. Find out how you can donate 
and help protect the magnificent nature of the 
Caucasus: www.caucasusnaturefund.org

(3) the transboundary Joint secretariat - tJs
The third pillar provides support to the “Trans-
boundary Joint Secretariat”. it complements 
the cooperation between germany and the 
Southern Caucasus countries, benefiting pro-
tected areas in the ecoregion through trans-
boundary cooperation and harmonization of 
national policies. The TJS works to put impor-
tant regional aspects and international know-
ledge on biodiversity on the national agendas. 

the World Wide Fund for nature - WWF
WWF focuses strategically on places and spe-
cies which are particularly important for the 
conservation of the earth’s biodiversity. in the 
early 1990s WWF started implementing na-
ture conservation projects in the Caucasus. 
Based on wide assessments by more than 
140 experts of all six Caucasus countries de-
fining threats and priorities for conservation 
WWF has also been involved in elaborating 
the first “ecoregional Conservation Plan for 
the Caucasus”. The plan is now ready in its 
second revised edition of 2012. With its long- 
and midterm targets and actions, it shall help 
those involved in conservation to plan and 
coordinate their activities in the entire ecore-
gion.

on the way to sustainable tourism 
Sustainable tourism has the potential to play 
a major role in the future protection of the 
Caucasus ecoregion. it can help the local 
economy to generate additional income 
while simultaneously providing support on 
protection issues. in order to fulfil this objec-
tive, it will be necessary to foster sustainable 
regional tourism development which reflects 
the needs of the area in cooperation with lo-
cal stakeholders. on this basis, tourism can 
be guided in a sustainable direction resulting 
in carefully planned visitor services, the well-
being of the population and greater aware-
ness of the natural and cultural heritage.

georgia’s green Treasures
 
georgia is home to an essential part of the natural treasures of the Caucasus ecoregion. its landscapes vary between ex-        
tremes: From the high-altitude ranges of the greater Caucasus, including the ice-mountain of Kazbek and the mountains of 
the Tusheti region, to the subtropical misty forest of Kobuleti by the Black Sea to the hot and arid semi-deserts of Vashlovani 
in the Lesser Caucasus at the south-eastern border of the country.

The history of protected areas in georgia dates back to the 12th century, when Queen Tamar (1160-1213) issued a royal 
decree to protect certain territories. The “Law Book” of King Vakhtang of 1709 mentions Korugi as a “place for hunting” 
where it was prohibited to fell trees and which was strictly guarded against disturbance. a systematic legal approach started 
in 1912, when Lagodekhi was established as the first official Strict Nature reserve. Today about 511,000 hectares, which is 
about 7% of the country, are under legal protection, including 14 strict nature reserves, ten national parks – the first being 
Borjomi-Karagauli (1995), 17 managed nature reserves, 28 natural monuments and two protected landscapes. Three new 
protected areas with a total of 373,243 hectares are planned for future establishment. 

Furthermore, georgia possesses a rich cultural history going back several thousand years. its outstanding cultural uniqueness 
is characterized by prehistoric monuments, medieval churches and monasteries, impressive watchtowers and traditional  
architecture in charming towns and villages. The local people are hospitable and uphold the local traditions, which are        
closely connected to folklore and myths. georgia is said to be the home of wine-making, which has a 7,000 year old tradition 
in the country. over 500 varieties of grape are grown in georgia today.
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Vast Lands of Green Adventures - Borjomi-Kharagauli is one of the largest 
national parks in Europe and boasts an extraordinarily high level of protected 
wilderness. 

Different climate zones have resulted in a mo-
saic of landscapes ranging from vast forests to 
subalpine and alpine meadows. The park pro-
vides shelter for endemic and endangered spe-
cies like the colchic oak, Vinogradov’s iris, the 
golden eagle, brown bear and lynx. Moreover, 
birdwatchers will be rewarded, since the Nation-
al Park is located on an important bird migra- 
tion route. Besides fantastic landscapes and 
breathtaking views, the ancient regions of Tori, 

imereti and Samtskhe tell their story with for-
tresses, monasteries and churches while the 
ancient town of akhaltsikhe reveals its past with 
its remarkable historical museum. The southern 
district is known for its spas in Borjomi and Lika-
ni. a historical railway line takes visitors through 
a narrow gorge to the winter resort of Bakuriani. 
Kharagauli district in the north attracts with its 
excellent honey, earthenware crockery and bas-
ketry.

Borjomi-Kharagauli 
National Park 
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: Central georgia, 
Samtskhe-Javakheti & imereti regions
Size: 85,047 hectares including 
National Park, State reserve & 
Sanctuary
Altitude: 450 m - 2,642 m 
Year of establishment: 1995

Landscape: 
alpine meadows, subalpine 
meadows, forests, mountains

Flora: Colchic box tree, sweet 
chestnut, beech, oak, oriental spruce, 
Caucasian fir, Caucasian pine 

Fauna: golden eagle, Caucasian black 
grouse, snowcock, red deer, roe deer, 
brown bear, lynx, Caucasian 
salamander, chamois, wolf

Accommodation: guesthouses/private 
accommodation, hotels in Borjomi 
town, Likani, Bakuriani, abastunami, 
Nunisi, Marelisi; National Park 
guesthouse in Marelisi

How to get there:
160 km from Tbilisi, 2 hrs by car, 
2 hrs by mini-bus/bus, 4 hrs by train

In touch with nature 

The National Park offers a vast network of 
trails and organizes guided tours. Trails vary in 
type, length and difficulty. Choose between 
trekking on foot, horseback or mountain bike. 
The network includes: Nikoloz romanoff Trail, 
St. andrew‘s Trail, Panorama Trail, Pure 
Pristine Forest Trail, Zekari Pass Trail, Traces 
of Wildlife Trail, National Park information 
Trail, Megruki gorge Trail, and Shepherds’ 
Trail. Most of these are open from april until 
october. For plant enthusiasts, the best time 
to visit is June, when a sea of flowers will 
welcome you. The rhododendron are in full 
blossom in spring and early summer. 
Breathtaking panoramas will inspire land-
scape photographers in September and 
october with views of the Black Sea and the  
greater Caucasus immersed in a symphony
of autumn colours.

Historical Places

Don’t miss georgia’s popular spa 
resorts of Borjomi and Likani in the 

southern Borjomi district. attracted by 
the medicinal springs and the beauty 
of the Borjomi gorge, Tsar Nicholas ii 
romanoff decided to build a summer 

residence here. Known as “Likani 
Palace” it was constructed in 1895 

along with a splendidly designed park 
on the banks of the river Kura. 

Medieval history will fascinate visitors 
in the northern surroundings of the 

park. in the district of aspindza, you 
can discover a mysterious monastery 
site situated in the caves of erusheti 

mountain on the left bank of the 
Mtkvari river. it goes back to Queen 
Tamar, who developed Vardzia cave 

monastery in the 12th century to 
provide shelter from the Mongols.

did you know 

… that Borjomi-Kharagauli is a 
certified member of the european 

PaN-Parks network? This label is only 
awarded after a thorough audit 
of issues concerning protected 

wilderness, conservation and visitor 
management. Sustainable 

tourism development and the park’s 
cooperation with local businesses are 
an important part of the qualification. 

info: www.panparks.org.

Educational / theme trails

Birdwatching

Guided tours hiking &
historical-cultural hiking tours

organized tours over several days 
hiking & historical-cultural tours

Hiking

Cycling / mountain-biking 

Horse trekking

Visitor centres
Borjomi, Kharagauli

Museum exhibition hall, 
Borjomi visitor centre

nature accommodation cabins, 
campsites, shelters in the park

Spa tourism
in the region
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Sataplia Nature reserve is mostly covered with the characteristic 
subtropical colchic forest containing beech, box-tree and hornbeam 
groves. Hiking in the dense forests, you can listen to the sounds of 
nature, explore Sataplia Cave with its stalactites and stalagmites and 
admire a giant dinosaur footprint. The huge and mysterious Pro-
metheus Cave invites you to discover a magic world underground.      
Why not turn your attention to culture and history after exploring the 
wonders of nature? The imereti region is located in the ancient 
georgian kingdom of Colchis, which is scattered with temples,       
religious monuments, and fortress towers, some of which are          
connected by secret tunnels.

traces of the Past – the Imereti region is home to 
several protected areas featuring karst caves, geological, 
paleontological, speleological, zoological and botanical 
specialities.

imereti Caves 
Protected areas

Imereti 
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: Central georgia, 
imereti region
Size: 505 hectares
Altitude: 180 m - 750 m 
Year of establishment: 1935

Landscape: 
Karst caves and colchic forests

Flora:
Colchic (relict) forest, colchic box 
tree, chestnut tree, oak tree, colchic 
bladdernut, small-leaved linden 

Fauna:
Wolf, golden jackal, european 
badger, roe deer, fat dormouse, 
Kaznakov‘s viper, various bat species

Accommodation:
accommodation at the park 
administration, guesthouses/private 
accommodation and hotels in Kutaisi

How to get there:
220 km from Tbilisi, 3 hrs by car,
4 hrs by mini-bus/bus; 7 km from 
Kutaisi, 20 min by car

In touch with nature 

Sataplia Cave was first discovered in 1925 
by P. Chabukiani, who worked as an environ-
mentalist in Kutaisi. He also found the 
vestiges of settlements of primitive men and 
discovered the famous dinosaur footprints.
in 1935, the area containing various caves 
was protected as a strict nature reserve. 

The surroundings of Sataplia Cave offer hiking 
trails, including a stunning glass-bottomed 
viewing platform. Sataplia Cave is comparably 
small, but still fascinates with its fine cave 
formations and of course the limestone proof 
that dinosaurs once walked there. about 200 
footprints of 30 cm – 48 cm have been found 
in different limestone layers to date. 

Music and light effects await the visitor in 
Prometheus Cave in Kumistavi, which has
just recently been modernized with technical 
installations.  it abounds in beautiful 
stalagmites and stalactites, “stone 
waterfalls”, and “stone curtains” and 
can also be discovered on a boat trip on
the underground river. Visitors can opt to
go on special speleological, paleontological or 
photographic tours. 

Historical Places

georgian cultural monuments and 
architecture can be explored in the 

surroundings of Sataplia reserve. 
Near Sataplia you will find the ruins of 

the ancient city of Vani, which was 
destroyed in the 1st century B.C. 
Vani is a rich archaeological site 
where the manifold remains of a 
fortification and the ruins of cult 

buildings can be discovered. 

did you know 

…that the cave was named after 
Mount Sataplia, an extinct volcano 494 

metres in height? Since ancient times 
this mountain has been an ideal 
location for bees. No wonder the 

surrounding villages have a 
long tradition in beekeeping and 

accumulating honey in the rockcracks. 
over the course of time and thanks to 
plentiful honey harvests, the mountain 

became known as “Sataplia” which 
stands for “land of honey”.

Educational / theme trails

Guided tours speleological, paleontolo-
gical, nature, historical-cultural

Caving

Boating

Visitor centre in Sataplia
and in Prometheus 

Museum exhibition hall, 
Sataplia visitor centre

Spa tourism
in the region
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In the Shadow of Prometheus’ destiny - Kazbegi national Park in the 
Greater Caucasus owes its name to Mount Kazbek or Mqinvartsveri, 
which is Georgian for “ice mountain“.  

Kazbegi National Park

at 5,047 metres, the dormant volcano is the 
third highest peak in georgia. The region is  
tectonically very active, with regular small 
earthquakes and geothermal hot springs.    
Kazbegi National Park stretches out over sever-
al thousand hectares of protected nature. it 
displays a magnificent patchwork of ancient 
gorges and wild river valleys, topped by majes-
tic snow-capped mountains. Visitors find wild 

forests, jagged basalt rocks, lava cliffs and high 
meadows with alpine flowers where the east 
Caucasian tur and chamois roam. Historical-
cultural monuments, churches, watchtowers 
and traditional villages dot the valleys. Local 
people, the custodians over georgia’s far north, 
are hospitable and uphold the local traditions, 
which are closely connected to folklore and 
myths.
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: 
North-east georgia, 
Mtskheta-Mtianeti region
Size: 8,686 hectares 
Altitude: 1,300 m - 4,200 m 
Year of establishment: 2007

Landscape: 
Mountains, glacial valleys, alpine
and subalpine meadows

Flora:
Pine, juniper, fir, sea-buckthorn, 
Caucasian birch, beech, Caucasian 
oak, alpine vegetation with 
campanula, gentians 

Fauna:
east Caucasian tur, chamois, pine 
marten, wolf, brown bear, eurasian 
griffon vulture, golden eagle, 
Caucasian grouse, Caucasian 
snowcock

Accommodation:
Hotels, guesthouses/private 
accommodation in Stepantsminda 
and surrounding villages

How to get there:
150 km from Tbilisi, 
3 hrs by car or mini-bus/bus

In touch with nature 

explore the spectacular and varied mountain 
scenery along the Tergi river, which follows 
wide glacial valleys and carves its course 
down into the narrow Dariali gorge. Hiking 
trails will lead you through lush broadleaf 
and high coniferous forests, across steep 
slopes and raging rivers into the high alpine 
meadows. The highlands are an invitation for 
outdoor camping as well as stunning trekking 
tours across age-old shepherds’ passes. 
enjoy the relaxed charm and hospitality of 
Stepantsminda and hike along gergeti trail, 
beyond the impressive Trinity church, as far 
as gergeti glacier and all the way up to the 
“ice Mountain” Kazbek.

Meet the People

The local people call themselves the 
Mokheves or “gorge dwellers”. They 
are fiercely independent highlanders 
who for centuries protected georgia 

from foreign incursions from the 
north. They controlled and managed 
the main northern route into central 

georgia, which leads through the 
narrow and deep Dariali gorge. old 

traditions, highland customs and 
traditional ways of life play an 
important role in their culture. 

Hospitality and business connected 
with a wide range of tourism services 
as well as fine local products have a 

long-standing tradition here due to 
the importance of high mountain 

passes in georgia. Traditional clan 
structures are still alive and watch 

over the safety of travellers.

did you know 

… that Mount Kazbek is associated 
with Prometheus, who was chained to 

it as a punishment for stealing fire 
from the gods and taking it to 

humans? His prison is said to be in 
“Betlemi”, a cave which became an 

orthodox hermitage and, according to 
legends, housed many sacred relics, 

including abraham‘s tent and the 
manger of Jesus.

Hiking
in the National Park

Ski-touring in gudauri resort 
close to the National Park

Climbing / mountaineering in the 
regions bordering the National Park 

Mountain biking in the regions 
bordering the National Park

Museum Kazbegi Museum, ethno-
graphic Museum in Stepantsminda 

X
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The protected areas of Kintrishi start at a 
height of 250 - 300 metres by the Black 
Sea and lead up to the alpine pastures of 
the adjara-imereti mountains. This barrier 
captures the humid sea air and generates 
the humid climate which is typical of Kint-
rishi. The mountain relief in the strict na-
ture reserve is deeply scored by the  gorge 

of Kintrishi river as it makes its way down 
from Mount Khino to the Black Sea near 
the resort town of Kobuleti. Hikers are 
rewarded with amazing steep waterfalls of 
up to 70 metres, wonderful rhododendron 
blossom in spring, the relicts of the ancient 
colchic forests and charming mountain     
lakes.

Ancient Vegetation - Kintrishi Strict nature reserve and Kintrishi Protected 
Landscape are located in the Kobuleti district in the breathtaking gorge of 
the Kintrishi river, which flows through the Adjara region.  

Kintrishi Protected areas

Kintrishi 
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: South-west georgia, 
adjara region
Size: 13,893 hectares
Altitude: 250 m - 2,500 m   
Year of establishment:
Nature reserve 1959,
Protected Landscape 2007

Landscape: 
Forests, alpine and subalpine 
landscape types

Flora:
Colchic relict forest, sweet chestnut 
forest, hornbeam forest, colchic box 
tree, oak tree, yew tree, coniferous 
forest 

Fauna:
Brown bear, wolf, lynx, chamois,
roe deer, Caucasian squirrel, hare

Accommodation:
Shelter, campsite in Tskhemvani 
village; campsite in Zeraboseli

How to get there:
360 km from Tbilisi, 5-6 hrs by car, 
6 hrs by mini-bus/bus, 8 hrs by train

In touch with nature 

The administration of the protected areas of 
Kintrishi offers a one-day tour leading over 
an ancient arch stone bridge across Kintrishi 
river, through colchic forests with box trees, 
and past Kintrishi’s astonishing waterfalls. You 
will discover yew trees and the church of 
Khinotsminda, and stop for a refreshing rest 
at Tbikeli Lake at 2,000 metres on a two-day 
hiking or horse trekking tour. The highly toxic 
yew trees are precious relicts of the ancient 
forests dating back to geological times. only 
eight species of this tree survive worldwide 
until today. They grow only one metre in 
ten years and can become nearly 
4,000 years old.

Historical Places

Kintrishi gorge is located in the 
historical “Land of achara”, which 

abounds in ancient monuments and 
places. according to the roman 

historian Strabone, 120 bridges once 
crossed the “rioni” river in “Colchis”, 

the ancient pre-Christian georgian 
kingdom. Stone arch bridges dating 
back to the 11th/12th centuries are 

still very evident today and are 
amongst the oldest which are still in 
use in the world. other sites include 

the Khinotsminda church near the 
village of Didvake, the fortress of elya 

near the village of achkvistavi and 
Mamyka’s fortress near the village of 

alambari.

did you know 

… that the evergreen shrubs of colchic 
box trees are relicts of ancient 

vegetation dating back to geological 
times with tropical, subtropical and 

moderate climate conditions? 
They reach an average height of eight 

to ten metres, and become 
500 - 600 years old.

Educational / theme trails

Guided tours
nature, historical-cultural

organized tours of several days 
mainly hiking & cultural tours

Hiking

Horse trekking 

nature accommodation shelters, 
campsites in the protected area

i
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18 Lagodekhi  

Enchanted Forests of the Greater Caucasus - In Georgia’s far north-east, 
water plays with the earth, sculpts the land, and preserves its enchanting 
nature.   

Lagodekhi Protected areas

in the Lagodekhi Nature reserve, georgia’s old-
est protected area, glacial alpine lakes spill into 
swelling mountain streams, which grow and rage 
ever deeper down the gorges between narrow 
pine-clad slopes. Their rapid torrents cascade 
into impressive waterfalls, which are sometimes 
as high as 40 metres. The water finally quietens 
down in the lower zones, where it feeds the wid-

ening valleys with their magnificent broad leaf for-
ests, reminding one of fairy tale stories. along the 
many trails, hikers can trace the path of the water 
back from the valley floors to the high ridges   
where it originated. on their way, they will enjoy 
the lavish diversity of the green forest and moun-
tain meadows. This is possible almost all year 
round due to the humid subtropical climate.
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: North-east georgia, 
Kakheti region
Size: 24,451 hectares
Altitude: 400 m - 3,500 m 
Year of establishment: 1912

Landscape: 
Forests, subalpine and alpine 
meadows

Flora:
Beech, alder, hornbeam, oak, 
maple, lime, sycamore, birch, 
rhododendron, peony, berberis, 
snowdrop, cowslip 

Fauna:
east Caucasian tur, chamois, 
roe deer, red deer, brown bear, 
wolf, lynx, Caucasian black grouse, 
Caucasian snowcock

Accommodation:
guest rooms in the visitor centre, 
guesthouses/private accommodation, 
hotels in Lagodekhi town

How to get there:
160 km from Tbilisi, 2:30 hrs by car, 
2:30 hrs by mini-bus/bus

In touch with nature 

Be inspired by the fresh air and the splendour 
of nature at each and every step you take. 
Whether on foot or on horseback, the network 
of trails will immerse you deeply in the 
wilderness. Various one-day walks take 
visitors to Machi castle, gurgeniani waterfall 
and along the Lagodekhi waterfall routes. 
a mountain tour along the Shavi Klde lake 
route takes several days, with overnight stops 
in pure nature in a shelter or tent. You will 
literally feel the moist green abundance of the 
trees, ferns, and mosses of the lower valleys. 
The deep deciduous forests with their old 
ivy-covered trees, streams and cascades will 
remind you of fairy tales before they slowly 
give way to pine forests and open out into 
alpine meadows with colourful flowers and 
wide mountain vistas.

Meet the People

Numerous burial grounds, Bronze 
age crypts, castles, and medieval 
churches are testimony to age-old 

human activity dating back 
to pre-Christian times. on the 

grasslands of Lagodekhi, shepherds 
still herd their livestock according to 

the age-old tradition of moving 
between lower winter pastures and 

the summer meadows up in the 
higher areas. The grazing of sheep 
not only provides local income, but 

also maintains a very high ecological 
diversity of pasture ecosystems with 

abundant meadow flowers at 
subalpine levels.

did you know 

… that a Polish officer named Tetrao 
Mlokosieviczi, who had been exiled 
by the russian Tsar, discovered in 
1875 that the Caucasian grouse of 

Lagodekhi was distinct from the black 
grouse of europe? Thus it was named 

“Tetrao Mlokosieviczi” and is forever 
associated with the officer and 

Lagodekhi. one of the differences 
between the Caucasian grouse and its 

european relatives is the white 
underside of the wings, which can

only be seen in flight. 

Educational / theme trails

Wildlife watching

Guided tours painting, photo,   
video, cultural tours

organized tours of several days 
hiking & cultural tours

Hiking 

Horse trekking

Visitor centre Lagodekhi town

Museum exhibition hall in the 
visitor centre

nature accommodation camping, 
shelters within the protected area

i
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Blessed with a humid climate, Mtirala’s gently 
rolling mountains are lavishly covered with ever-
green shrubs, colourful rhododendron bushes 
and misty, impenetrable colchic forests dating 
back to ancient tropical climate conditions. Visi-
tors can explore coastal, hilly and mountainous 
zones reaching up to 1,600 metres above sea 

level with wonderful gorges, canyons, and       
waterfalls. The area is home to many mineral 
and fresh water springs of medicinal value. With 
an annual rainfall of up to 4,520 millimetres, 
Mtirala mountain is the rainiest place in europe. 
No wonder it is called Mtirala, which means 
“crybaby”!

Misty Mountains - Mtirala national Park, situated in the Adjara 
region at the Black Sea bordering turkey, is a model
protected area in Georgia which combines nature conservation 
with ecotourism. 

Mtirala National Park

Mtirala   
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: South-west georgia, 
adjara region
Size: 15,806 hectares 
Altitude: 135 m - 1,765 m   
Year of establishment: 2007

Landscape: 
Mixed broad-leaved colchic forests, 
chestnut forests, beech forests 

Flora:
ground laurel, Ungern‘s rhododen-
dron, birch, pontine oak, beech, 
hornbeam, chestnut, box tree, 
Caucasian oak 

Fauna:
roe deer, chamois, brown bear, 
golden jackal, Caucasian 
salamander, Caucasian squirrel, 
booted eagle, common buzzard, 
honey buzzard

Accommodation:
guesthouses/private 
accommodation, guestrooms
in visitor centre Chakvistavi 

How to get there:
320 km from Tbilisi, 5-6 hrs from 
Tbilisi by car and mini-bus/bus; 
1:30 hrs from Batumi

In touch with nature 

Mtirala National Park offers various trails 
starting from the visitor centre in Chakvistavi. 
a moderate trail of seven kilometres leads 
along Chakvistavi river up to a height of 476 
metres. The route carries on through colchic 
forest with its rhododendron, box trees and 
ferns as far as a small lake and an impressive 
waterfall. another trail of 16 kilometres invites 
you to a round tour either on foot, horseback 
or bicycle. You pass through colchic forest, 
and then climb up to 1,450 metres, where 
you can spend the night in a shelter. Chestnut 
trees can be seen on your way back to
the visitor centre, where you can stay in 
guesthouses, unpack your tents and 
replenish your energies in the restaurant 
of Chakvistavi village.

Meet the People

an interesting time in which to 
experience adjarian culture is early 
September, when about 200 people 

celebrate “The Festival” in Chakvista-
vi. During this period, locals and 

visitors take part in folk dances, craft 
exhibitions, and competitions, and 

enjoy adjarian cooking traditions. in 
the village restaurant, visitors can 
taste Sinori (a warm savory bread 
pudding with butter and cheese), 

adjarian khachapuri (cheese bread 
topped with egg and butter), and 

pan-fried eggplant tossed in walnut 
sauce. 15 varieties of honey 

produced by more than 40 local 
beekeepers are sold at the National 

Park’s visitor centre.

did you know 

… that the isolated location of Mtirala 
National Park ensured the survival of 

so-called “colchic” forests dating back 
to tropical times, making it a top-
priority protected area in europe? 

ground laurel (epigaea gaultherioides), 
one of the rarest plant species of 

the adjara region, finds 
shelter here.

Educational / theme trails

Guided tours
birdwatching, nature tours

organized tours of several days 
hiking & cultural tours

Hiking

Quadra-Cycling four-wheeled 
pedal-powered vehicles 

Horse trekking

Visitor centre 
Chakvistavi village

Museum exhibition hall in 
visitor centre

nature accommodation shelter, 
campsites in the park

i

X
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22 Tusheti   

Close to Heaven - Visiting tusheti means being close to heaven. Leaving 
behind Abano Pass on the only road to tusheti, you will enter the remote 
and fascinating world of high mountain villages with their traditional 
houses and remarkable defence towers dating back to the Middle Ages. 

Tusheti Protected areas

Tushetians only live here in summer, when they 
graze their sheep and cattle on the mountain 
pastures. This is where you will also meet the 
georgian shepherd dog, an old breed which origi-
nates in this area. The beauty and peace of the 
Tusheti mountains, grasslands, gorges and rivers 

are a paradise for visitors and nature lovers alike. 
Here you can encounter special Caucasian trees, 
shrubs, flowers and birds, all of which have 
found their heavenly niche in the highlands of 
Tusheti.
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: North-east georgia, 
Kakheti region
Size: 113,660.2 hectares
Altitude: 1,650 m - 4,493 m 
Year of establishment: 1980

Landscape: 
High mountain ranges, gorges, rivers, 
alpine and subalpine meadows, 
shrubbery, pine and birch forests

Flora:
Tushetian yellow primrose, georgian 
hazelnut, dog-rose, catchfly 

Fauna:
east Caucasian tur, chamois, wild goat, 
boar, stone and pine martens, roe deer, 
brown bear, wolf, lynx, Caucasian snow-
cock, Caucasian black grouse, griffon 
vulture, bearded vulture, golden eagle

Accommodation:
guesthouses/private accommodation, 
small hotels in omalo, Dartlo, Chesho, 
Verkhovani, Shenako, Diklo, Chigo, 
Baso, alisgori; most accommodation is 
not open before July

How to get there:
215 km from Tbilisi, 3:15 hrs by car; 
the road to Tusheti is accessible from 
early June to early october by 4WD 
vehicles only.

In touch with nature 

if you are looking for something really close to 
nature, Tusheti is the place for you! This is the 
home of 230 endemic Caucasian plant 
species, 90 species of bird and 60 species of 
mammal. at the end of May and beginning of 
June, when the slopes are still covered in 
snow, you can admire Caucasian rhodode-   
ndron, huckleberry, crowberry, and many 
more blossoming plants. Hiking and horse 
trekking trails ranging from two to five days 
start out from omalo. The region is popular 
for hiking but please be aware that you can 
only go during the summer months and that 
luxury is not to be expected as the area is 
almost inaccessible. although tourism 
infrastructures may be simple, you will be 
rewarded with warm hospitality, authentic 
traditional culture and magnificent nature.

Be part of it - Events

in Tusheti you can explore historical 
sites, traditional customs, Tushetian 

cuisine, music and local products. 
Why not combine all of these and 

take part in one of Tusheti’s famous 
festivals? “Tushetoba” festival is held 

in July and includes traditional 
Tushetian games. Women’s teams 

compete in a wool processing contest 
including carding, spinning and 

knitting while men measure their 
skills in archery, stone-flicking or 

knife-throwing in a variety of difficult 
positions. “Zezvaoba” festival, the 
highlight of which is a horse race, 
takes place in May. The festival is 

dedicated to the Tushetian local hero 
Zezva gaprindauli, a warrior who 

defeated the Persians at the battle of 
Bakhtrioni in 1659.

did you know 

…that Tushetian cooking is closely 
connected to the produce of the local 

surroundings offer? Cattle, sheep, 
goat, dairy products, sustainable 

field-crops as well as game and wild 
plants have always been pillars for 

survival. The result is a cuisine of the 
mountains which is rich, seasonal and 

local. Try “khinkali” a pasta dish 
stuffed with meat, potatoes, butter or 
with “kalti”, the local cottage cheese 

flavoured with thyme or caraway.

Educational / theme trails

Wildlife watching 
observation points

Guided tours adventure, photo, 
nature, historical-cultural tours

organized tours of several days 
hiking & cultural tours 

Hiking

Horse trekking

Visitor centre
omalo village

Museum exhibition hall in the 
visitor centre

nature accommodation camping, 
shelters in the park

i
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Here you will find the typical natural inhabitants of deserts and steppes, 
lowland shrubberies and sparse forests, which provide ideal living condi-
tions for the goitered gazelle. The scenery of alzani river, with its shady tree 
groves, gives way to magnificent rugged cliffs and canyons where vultures 
soar. Besides the greek tortoise and other reptiles, “Bear Canyon” displays 
its geological fauna with shells and well-preserved fossils of elephant bones 
in its lime-stone layers. apart from enjoying the wonders of nature and        
history, you can get a real taste of Vashlovani, known for its delicious honeys 
and traditional wine cellars.

Where deserts and Forests Meet - the region of Vashlovani 
national Park is remarkable for its hot and dry climate,
unique nature and historical monuments. 

Vashlovani
National Park

Vashlovani    
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FACtS And FIGUrES
 
Location: east georgia, Kakheti region
Size: National Park: 24,610 hectares;  
all protected areas: 35,054 hectares  
Altitude: 150 m - 600 m   
Year of establishment: 1935

Landscape: 
Deserts, semi-deserts, steppes, bad-
lands, lowland shrubbery, light forests, 
rivers, canyons, “sharp cliffs”, ravines

Flora:
Kakhetian bellflower, georgian iris, 
pistachio, eichlerian tulip, poplar tree, 
stinking juniper 

Fauna:
Black stork, buzzard, colchic 
pheasant, fox, jungle cat, Caucasian 
leopard, brown bear, striped hyena, 
wild boar, lynx, wolf, goitered gazelle, 
lebetine viper, greek tortoise, egyptian 
vulture, griffon vulture

Accommodation:
guesthouses/private accommodation, 
small hotels, guest rooms in visitor 
centre in Dedoplistskaro 

How to get there:
130 km from Tbilisi, 2–2:30 hrs by car 
and mini-bus/bus

In touch with nature 

Vashlovani National Park offers attractive 
hiking routes such as the short trail to “eagle 
Canyon” with its beautiful landscapes and 
small springs. “Vashlovani trail” is a 2-3 days 
hike which leads through the heart of the 
National Park for 80 kilometres, offering an 
exciting route through the typical landscapes 
and habitats of the National Park. Simple but 
cosy two-person cabins invite you to sleep in 
the heart of nature. on a ranger tour you can 
watch rare birds, discover botanical rarities 
and observe gazelles grazing in the late 
afternoon. Spring and autumn are the best 
times to enjoy the fauna and flora of Vashlova-
ni. That is when colours are at their best and 
flocks of migrating birds like the beautiful 
yellowish bee-eater can be 
encountered.

Meet the People

Do you like stories and legends? 
Tamara‘s or “Khornabuji” castle is 

located close to eagle Canyon and is 
the perfect place to dream amidst the 

cultural history of the area. The 
fortress itself has a long history: its 

origins go back to pre-Christian times 
and it later flourished as a trading 

town in the 12th century under 
Queen Tamar, after whom it is 

named. With a little luck you might 
meet one of the famous story tellers 

of the region who come to places like 
this on warm summer evenings to tell 

legends to visitors in the sunset 
hours.

did you know 

… that “Vashlovani” means “garden of 
apple trees” in georgian? actually, the 

name refers to the pistachio trees, 
which are very widespread in the 

region and happen to look similar to 
apple trees at first sight.

Educational / theme trails

Birdwatching

Wildlife watching
observation point - gazelles

Guided tours birdwatching, 
reptiles, gazelles, flora 

Horse trekking

Visitor centre
Dedoplistskaro

Museum exhibition hall 
in visitor centre

nature accommodation shelters, 
campsites, cabins in the park

i
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Horse trekking

Horse trekking

Hiking

Hiking

Hiking
marsh-skiing

Mountain-biking

Wildlife watching
observation points

Birdwatching

Birdwatching

Birdwatching

Educational / theme trails

g

g

g

More Protected areas 

Georgia

Algeti National Park 
algeti National Park stretches across the 
south-eastern slope of the Trialeti range, the 
source of the algeti river from which it 
derives its name. Here you will find moun-
tains up to 1,950 metres in height which
are covered by valuable coniferous and 
deciduous forests. The Nordmann fir – 
widely popular as the Christmas tree - 
reaches its most eastern limit in algeti, one 
of the main reasons for establishing the 
protected area. Popular activities include 
hiking, horsetrekking, cycling and bird-
watching. Horseriding routes of three to six 
hours are offered. Several churches and a 
cave are also worth visiting. 

Javakheti Protected Areas
Javakheti Protected areas are one of the hot 
spots for birdwatching in the Southern 
Caucasus. it was only in 2011 that the 
wetlands were declared as protected areas to 
create a cross-border vision of conservation 
with Turkey and arpi National Park in 
armenia. During the migratory seasons of 
spring and autumn, you can admire up to 
200 different species of bird. However, 
170 - 180 bird species can still be observed 
in summer and winter. Moreover, the region 
of Samtskhe Javakheti is of interest due to 
its particular cultural mix of armenian, 
georgian and Turkish characteristics.

Kobuleti Protected Areas 
Kobuleti Protected areas present a very 
special landscape with an impressive 
panorama of gentle green beds of clover and 
unique peatland. This is the only region in 
the world where sphagnum-dominated, 
rain-fed peatlands occur in a warm-temper-
ate climate. Kobuleti is therefore recognized 
as a wetland of international importance, 
especially with respect to its mires and relict 
forests. in the strict nature reserve, observa-
tion towers offer attractive views over this 
vulnerable and untouched habitat. a closer 
look is possible in the area surrounding the 
reserve: put homemade snowshoes on and 
walk over the white tender sphagnum moss 
whilst studying but not damaging it.

X

X

X

Guided tours
archaeological tours
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Horse trekking

Birdwatching

Hiking

Wildlife watching animal
and bird observation points

Guided tours
photo tours and others

Boating

Birdwatching

Educational / theme trails

Hiking

g

g

Kolkheti National Park
Kolkheti National Park is the only georgian 
national park which includes coastal areas 
of the Black Sea. Moreover, the protected 
area includes the lake of Paliastomi. Kolkheti 
National Park aims at the preservation of its 
wetland ecosystems. You can enjoy a 
four-hour tour on the Pantomi boat and 
observe various migratory and water birds 
feeding peacefully across the mouth of 
Pichori river. Furthermore, you will enjoy the 
natural scenery of swampy alder tree forests 
which spread out across the northern part of 
the bog. Visitors can also go kayaking on the 
Pichori river or observe dolphins from a boat 
in the Black Sea.

Tbilisi National Park
The park overlooks fascinating natural 
landscapes, the ancient city of Mtskheta, 
the aragvi gorge, and the snow-covered 
Caucasus mountains. gorges, rivers, artificial 
lakes and natural springs can be found here. 
Tbilisi National Park was established in order
to protect the endangered forest fauna, notably 
Caucasian red deer and lynx. The forest 
ecosystem comprises georgian oak, oriental 
beech, ashes, Caucasian hornbeam, oriental 
hornbeam and crabapple trees. representa-
tives of relict colchic flora can also be encoun-
tered, such as colchic holly, colchic and 
Pastukhov plush, box tree or butcher’s broom. 
The National Park is just a 20 minute walk from 
Tbilisi centre. it can be ideally combined with a 
visit to Mtskheta, the former capital of georgia, 
and its 6th century monastery.

Chachuna Sanctuary 
right at the edge of south-east georgia, at the 
border to azerbaijan, you can visit the Man-
aged Nature reserve of Chachuna. it presents 
a landscape which is typical of grove forests 
and arid and semi-arid ecosystems with 
specially adapted fauna. The wetland part of 
the park offers spectacular bird life which you 
can experience from observation points. apart 
from bird- and wildlife watching, botanical, 
photographic and environmental tours are 
offered. Nature lovers can rent a tent and 
sleeping bag and stay in the reserve overnight. 
Why not combine a nature experience with one 
of georgia’s most important outstanding 
historical monuments? in the monastery 
complex of David gareji caves, you can wander 
around hundreds of cells, churches, chapels, 
refectories and living quarters carved 
out of the rock.

X

X
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State Agency – Protected Areas

The Ministry of environment Protection of georgia
The agency of Protected areas - aPa
6, g. gulua Street, Tbilisi 0114, georgia
Phone: +995 32 275 2353; +995 577 90 7272
e-mail: info@apa.gov.ge www.apa.gov.ge
www.facebook.com/protectedareas.ge 

State Agencies  – tourism development

georgian National Tourism administration - gNTa
4, Sanapiro Street, Tbilisi 0105, georgia
Phone: +995 32 243 6999
e-mail: info@gnta.ge · www.gnta.ge
www.georgia.travel

Department of Tourism and Resorts 
of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara 
84/86, Parnavaz Mepe Street, Batumi 6010, georgia
Phone: + 995 422 277 438, + 995 422 274 702
e-mail: info@tourismadjara.ge
www.tourismadjara.ge

n Algeti national Park

Park administration
4, Kurorti Street, Manglisi 2309, georgia
Phone: +995 577 907 272, +995 577 101 801
e-mail: info@apa.gov.ge  · www.apa.gov.ge

n Borjomi-Kharagauli national Park

Park administration
23, Meskheti Street, Borjomi 1200, georgia
Phone: +995 577 10 18 57 
e-mail: welcome@borjomi-kharagauli-np.ge 
www.nationalpark.ge

Visitor Information
Borjomi Tourism Information Centre
rustaveli Street, Borjomi 1200, georgia
Phone: +995 367 221 397 
e-mail: ticborjomi@gmail.com

Visitor Information 
Bakuriani Tourism Information Centre
1, aghmashenebeli Street, Bakuriani 1204, georgia
Phone: +995 367 240 036, +995 367 240 037
e-mail: ticbakuriani@gmail.com

n Chachuna Protected Area 

information: see Vashlovani National Park

n Imereti Caves Protected Areas

Park administration
Banoja Village 5406, georgia
Phone: +995 577 101 806, +995 577 101 417 
e-mail: zkvanto@gmail.com, ninnklh@gmail.com
www.apa.gov.ge

Visitor Information
Kutaisi Tourism information Centre
8a, rustaveli Street, Kutaisi 4600, georgia
Phone: +995 431 241 103
e-mail: tickutaisi@gmail.com 

n Javakehti Protected Areas

information: see The agency of Protected areas, 
georgian National Tourism administration

n Kazbegi national Park

Park administration
62, Vaja-Pshavela Street, Stepantsminda 4700, georgia
Phone: + 995 5 77 96 11 88
e-mail: otsamalaidze@yahoo.com
www.apa.gov.ge 
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n Kintrishi Protected Areas

Park administration
4, Leselidze Street, Kobuleti 6200, georgia
Phone: +995 577 101 803, +995 577 592 112 
e-mail: kintrishis@mail.ru · www.apa.gov.ge

Visitor Information
Kobuleti Tourism information Centres
ispaani, Kobuleti 6200, georgia
Choloki, Kobuleti  6200, georgia
Phone: +995 422 294 412, +995 577 909 131

n Kobuleti Protected Areas

Park administration
4, Leselidze Street, Kobuleti 6200, georgia
Phone: +995 577 101 897
e-mail: knrknr@mail.ru · www.apa.gov.ge

Visitor Information
Kobuleti Tourism information Centres
ispaani, Kobuleti 6200, georgia
Choloki, Kobuleti  6200, georgia
Phone: +995 422 294 412, +995 577 909 131

n Kolkheti national Park

Park administration
222, guria Street, Maltakva District, Poti 4400, georgia
Phone: +995 577 101 837
e-mail: khatuna78@mail.ru · www.apa.gov.ge

Visitor Information
Ureki Touirsm information Centre
railway Station, Ureki 3522, georgia
e-mail: ticureki@gmail.com 

n Lagodekhi Protected Areas

Park administration
197, Vashlovani Street, Lagodekhi 2700, georgia
Phone: +995 577 101 890 
e-mail: shalvashvili@apa.gov.ge, 
tshalvashvili@gmail.com · www.apa.gov.ge

Visitor Information
Sighnaghi Tourism information Centre
10, Kostava Street, Sighnaghi 4200, georgia
Phone: +995 355 232 414
e-mail: ticsignagi@gmail.com
www.sighnaghi.ge, www.kakheti.travel, 
www.kakheti.gov.ge

Visitor Information 
Kvareli Tourism Information Centre
8, rustaveli Street, Kvareli 4800, georgia
Phone: +995 352 221 340, +995 352 221 350 
e-mail: tickvareli@gmail.com
www.kakheti.travel, www.kakheti.gov.ge

n Mtirala national Park

Park administration
13, Chavchavadze Street, Daba Chakvi 6214, georgia
Phone: +995 93 967 495; +995 577 101 889 
e-mail: mtiralapa@yahoo.com, 
nino_khakhubia@yahoo.com · www.mtiralapa.ge 

Visitor Information 
Batumi Tourism information Centre
1, Ninoshvili Street,Batumi 6010, georgia
Phone: +995 577 909 091
e-Mail: infocenterbatumi@gmail.com; www.visitbatumi.ge

Visitor Information 
Batumi Tourism Information Centre
Sarpi  6414, georgia · Phone: +995 5 77 90 90 93
e-mail: infocenterbatumi@gmail.com
www.visitbatumi.ge

n tbilisi national Park

Park administration · Tbilisi National Park
Mtskheta, Saguramo 3311, georgia
Phone: + 995 5 77 10 18 87
e-mail: vaxtangi77@yahoo.com · www.apa.gov.ge 

Visitor information 
Tbilisi Tourism information Centre
3, rustaveli avenue, Tbilisi 0105, georgia
(office will move in 2013)
Phone: +995 32 293 1260 · e-mail: tictbilisi@gmail.com

Visitor Information 
Mtskheta Tourism information Centre 
3, arsukidze Street, Mtskheta 3300, georgia
Phone: +995 32 251 2128 
e-mail: ticmtskheta@gmail.com

n tusheti Protected Areas 

Park administration
omalo Village 0905, Tusheti, georgia
Zemo alvani 0909, akhmeta District, georgia
Phone: +995 577 1018 -33, -13, -92, -91 
e-mail: an_alvani@yahoo.com 
www.tushetinationalpark.com

Visitor information
Telavi Tourism information Centre
9, erekle ii Str. 9, Telavi 2200, georgia
Phone: +995 350 275 317
e-mail: tictelavi1@gmail.com

n Vashlovani Protected Areas 

Park administration
5, Baratashvili Street, Dedoplistskaro 1600, georgia
Phone: +995 577 101 849
e-mail: vpadirection@yahoo.com 
www.apa.gov.ge
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orGAnISAtIonS   

BMZ – German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and development
Southern Caucasus Desk
Dahlmannstr. 4, D-53113 Bonn, germany
www.bmz.de

Caucasus nature Fund - CnF
54 rue de Clichy, F-75009 Paris, France
Phone: +33 1 4874 -3193 ; Fax: - 6252
e-mail: contact@caucasus-naturefund.org
www.caucasus-naturefund.org

Elkana – Biological Farming Association
rural Tourism Department
Certified rural accommodations 
16, gazapkhuli Street, Tbilisi 0177, georgia
Phone: +995 32 536 487
e-mail: biofarm@elkana.org.ge
www.ruraltourism.ge, www.elkana.org

Forum Anders reisen e.V. 
Wippertstrasse 2, D-79100 Freiburg, germany
Phone: +49 761 4012 -6990, Fax: - 6999
e-mail: info@forumandersreisen.de
www.forumandersreisen.de
(german association of sustainable tourism 
tour operators) 
 
Georgian Association of Guides
5, Simon Janashia Street, Tbilisi 0179, georgia
Phone: +995 32 2 309 620
e-mail: info@guides.ge · www.guides.ge

Georgian Centre for the Conservation of Wildlife
3, Nutsubidze Plateau, Tbilisi 1710, georgia
Phone: +995 32 -326 496, -537 478
e-mail: office@gccw.org · www.gccw.org 

Georgian Incoming tour operators Association - GItoA
5, Shevchenko Street, Tbilisi 0108, georgia
Phone: +995 99 581 175, +995 93 623 523 
e-mail: info@gitoa.ge 
www.gitoa.ge 

Georgian tourism Association - GtA 
18, Melikishvili av., ii entrance, iii floor, 
Tbilisi 0179, georgia 
Phone: +995 - 32 -222 0195,  -291 6793
e-mail: info@tourism-association.ge 
www.tourism-association.ge 
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IUCn Caucasus Cooperation Centre
38, gogebashvili Street, Tbilisi 0179, georgia
Phone: +995 32 222 29 -72, -85
e-mail: caucasus@iucn.org · www.iucn.org

KfW development Bank
Palmengartenstr. 5-9, D-60325 Frankfurt, germany
www.kfw.de

nacres - Centre for 
Biodiversity Conservation and research
12a, abashidze Street, Tbilisi 0179, georgia
Phone: +995 32 223 3706
e-mail: administrator@nacres.org · www.nacres.org

regional Environmental Centre for the Caucasus - rECC
23, Chavchavadze avenue., 
2nd floor, Tbilisi 0179, georgia
Phone: +995 32 225 3649, +995 32 225 3648
e-mail: info@rec-caucasus.org · www.rec-caucasus.org

WWF Caucasus Programme office
11, M. aleksidze Street, Tbilisi 0193, georgia
Phone: +995 32 223 7500
e-mail: office@wwfcaucasus.org 
www.wwf.panda.org/caucasus
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Pictures & map:
agency of Protected areas of georgia: p. 1 c/2nd & 3rd l, b/1st -4th l; p.3; 
p. 6 l/t, l/b; p. 7; p. 8; p. 9 r/b; p. 10; p. 11 r/b; p. 12; p. 13 l/t, l/b, r/b; p. 14; 
p. 15 l/t, r/t, r/b; p. 16; p. 17 l/t, r/t, r/c, r/b; p. 18; p. 19 l/t; p. 20; p. 21 l/t, r/c; 
p. 22; p. 23 l/t, l/b, r/c, r/b;  p. 24; p. 25 l/t, r/t, r/c, r/b; p. 26 / b; p. 27 t; 
p. 31 l/t; p. 32. 
aHT groUP ag: p. 4&5 (map), p. 19 r/c, p. 23 r/t; p. 26 t.
georgia Traveller: p. 13 r/t.
WWF: p.1 t, c/1st & 4th l; p. 6 l/c; p. 9 r/t; p. 11 l/t; p. 19 r/t; p. 21 r/b; 
p. 26 c; p. 27/c, b; p. 28; p. 30 r/b.
Christian Heinichen: p. 11 r/t; p. 21 r/t; p. 30 r/t.
a. o. Schmolinske: p. 11 r/c; p. 13 l/b; p. 15 r/t, r/c; p. 31 l/c, l/b.
emin Yogurtçuoglu: p.19 r/b.

t = top, c = centre, b = bottom, l = left, r = right
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